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In a section of the Baal myth, the god Mot (Death) gives Baal credit for having slain Lotan: 
 
When you smote Lotan the fleeting serpent, 
Annihilated the tortuous serpent, 
The tyrant with seven heads . . . . 
  
[Quoted in Marvin H. Pope, Job (Garden City, NY: Doubleday, 1961), 276.] 
 
In another section of the myth, Anat tells Baal (her brother) she has slain the seven-headed 
Serpent, along with Sea, River and Dragon: 
 
What enemy rises up against Baal,  
What adversary against Him who Mounts the Clouds?  
Have I not slain Sea, beloved of El?  
Have I not annihilated River, the great god?  
Have I not muzzled the Dragon, holding her in a muzzle?  
I have slain the Crooked Serpent,  
The Foul-fanged with Seven Heads,  
I have slain the beloved of earth-deities.  
 
[Quoted in John Gray, “Texts from Ras Shamra,” Documents from Old Testament Times, ed. D. 
Winton Thomas (New York: Harper, 1961), 129.] 
 
In biblical poetic texts, Hebrew Leviathan is the equivalent to Ugaritic Lotan; similar water 
monsters are mentioned; Leviathan’s heads are mentioned (though not numbered) and the 
standard epithets are used (the fleeing serpent and the tortuous/ crooked/ twisting serpent): 
 
Isaiah 27:1 
1  On that day  

the LORD with his cruel and great and strong sword  
will punish Leviathan the fleeing serpent,  
Leviathan the twisting serpent,  
and he will kill the dragon that is in the sea.  

 
Psalm 74:13-14 
13

  You divided the sea by your might; 
         you broke the heads of the dragons in the waters. 
14

  You crushed the heads of Leviathan; 
 
Job 26:11-13 
11

  The pillars of heaven tremble, 
         and are astounded at his rebuke. 
12

  By his power he stilled the Sea; 
         by his understanding he struck down Rahab. 
13

  By his wind the heavens were made fair; 
         his hand pierced the fleeing serpent. 


