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SUBMISSION GUIDELINES

CTR Scope

The  CTR  gratefully  accepts  articles,  books  review  requests,  and  book  review  submissions  from  potential  
contributors and publishers. Contributions to the CTR are especially welcomed in areas such as theological exegesis 
of selected biblical texts; concerns of theological method and the role of Scripture in theology and ethics; the 
history of reception or history of interpretation of biblical texts; hermeneutical challenges in theological exegesis;  
and major review essays interacting with key books, contemporary or classical. We are also happy to provide 
publishers with prepublication reviews of their submitted material upon request. 

Submissions should be of academic quality and should generally conform to the standards laid out within The SBL  
Handbook of Style for Ancient Near Eastern, Biblical, and Early Christian Studies (Peabody; Hendrickson, 1999), 
supplemented by the Chicago Manual of Style: Sixteenth Edition (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2003). All 
submissions will be evaluated through blind review, edited, and potentially shortened for suitability for CTR 
publication. Although the CTR editor makes every effort to promptly acknowledge all submissions, it is important 
to note that the initial review process generally takes a minimum of three months.

Submission Requirements

 Only typed English language submissions will be accepted for publication.

 Article submissions should be made by e-mail attachment in either *.doc or *.rtf format, and can be sent 
to the CTR Editor-in-Chief, Christopher Zoccali: czoccali@gmail.com. Book review submissions should be 
made in the same fashion, and can be sent to the CTR Book Review Editor, Matthew Forrest Lowe: 
lowe.matthew.forrest@gmail.com.

 Essays should generally not exceed 10,000 words, including notes. The preference of book reviews is 800-
1200 words.

 Submissions should include a cover page that includes the title of the essay and the author’s name, an 
abstract of no more than 250 words, and a list of no more than ten key words.

 Essays should be double spaced and in 12 point font, including notes. Indented quotations may be single 
spaced. Margins of at least 1 in. are to be left on all edges of the paper.

 Submissions should contain footnotes rather than endnotes. The format of footnotes should conform to 
The SBL Handbook of Style. Bibliographies or reference lists are not accepted.

 Words to be printed in italics (e.g., titles of books and periodicals, foreign words) should be italicized in 
the essay. Words and letters to be printed in caps should appear in caps in the essay. Letters to be printed 
in small caps (e.g., B.C.E., C.E.; MS, MSS) should appear in that fashion in the essay.

 Quotations of five or more lines in any language should appear as a separate indented paragraph, and 
without opening and closing quotation marks. Respect for accuracy in verbatim quotations demands that 
the spelling, capitalization, punctuation, and abbreviations of the original be reproduced exactly, even if 
they differ from the style of this journal. Should a quotation contain an error, this may be indicated by 
[sic] or [?], at the author’s discretion.
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 Citations and abbreviations of ancient texts, as well as commonly used periodicals, reference works, and 
serials should conform to The SBL Handbook of style. Titles not found in this list should be written out in 
full. When quoting biblical references, please give full chapter and verse numbers.

 Authors have the choice to either transliterate or use true fonts for Greek or Hebrew terms. Please use 
the fonts available on the SBL website (http://www.sbl-site.org/educational/biblicalfonts.aspx). These 
fonts are free, publicly available, and suitable for either Macs or PCs. Greek should be accented, but 
Hebrew should be unpointed unless the pointing is vital to the sense. If terms are transliterated, the 
conventions provided in The SBL Handbook of Style should be followed.

 Whether or not one transliterates, an English translation should normally accompany at least the first 
occurrence of any ancient language word. Quotations from other languages (e.g. German, French) should 
be translated if in the main text; the original may be reproduced in a footnote if it is important.

 The submission should not include any reference to the author, whether in the body of the essay or in its 
footnotes (for example, statements such as “See my essay...,” or “As I have argued in...”). Should the 
essay be accepted for publication, such references, if strongly preferred by the author, may be included in 
the final draft at the discretion of the editor.

 Reviews should include a brief overview of the main arguments and themes of the material reviewed, as 
well as a substantive and descriptive evaluation of the reviewed content.

 On other issues of style, contributors should closely consult The SBL Handbook of Style. A *.pdf of the full 
handbook can be found on the SBL website for members; non- SBL members may access a more limited, 
but equally useful, student edition of the SBL Handbook of Style on the SBL website.

http://www.sbl-site.org/educational/biblicalfonts.aspx

