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as I prepare to more fully enter what I believe 
to be my calling, takes on a calling all its own. 
For everything I do will either accurately 
represent the Lord or distort the image I have 
been given. I can either enter into the deep 
needs around me, ushering in God’s compassion 
or mercy, or I can ignore the plight of humankind, 
distorting this part of the image of God. I can 
either lead through wisdom and servanthood, 
giving as God gave to His creation, or I can shatter 
this facet of His image by leading with pride and 
violence for self-gain. The question that must 
always be: “What kind of imago Dei will I be 
today? Will the image I present be a shattered, 
false representation, or will I be a whole, truth-
bearing image of the one, true God who is 
seeking to bring His presence to the world?” 

—Kayleigh Schumske, C33, M.Div.  
 
Shrouded In Mystery and Buried In Modernity  
 

To be made in “image of God” is in essence to 
share in the divine rule and maintenance of the 
world. As God’s agents, we have been given the 
privilege of creativity in the world; the ability to 
shape and transform all within the context of 
community in which it unfolds. And as such, I 
recognize I have great responsibility.  
 

If I was made to reflect God, then I ought to 
reflect God’s character. As a high priest, I ought 
to reflect God’s holiness and goodness. For me, 
I think this means that my life should be set apart 
from the world. My life should look different. 
Whether it is the music I listen to or the words I 
use, my boundaries should demonstrate that I am 
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Royalty Through Servanthood   
 

The phrase, “made in the image of God,” is one 
that Christians often use as a reminder that God 
deeply cares for humankind and has fashioned 
us in His own likeness. A deeper study of the 
imago Dei concept reveals that it is almost 
burdensome in the responsibility it brings with 
it. In Ancient Near East culture kings were 
believed to be the image bearers of the gods. 
They acted as representatives of the gods as 
well as mediators that stood between the 
people and gods. The story of Genesis 1 says 
that all humankind was created in the image of 
God, thus taking on the role of the king and 
acting as the representatives of God to the 
earth. As discussed by J. Richard Middleton in, 
“The Liberating Image,” the call of the imago Dei 
is one that suggests royalty. Bearing the image 
of God means taking hold of a royal calling to 
fully act as God’s representatives in this world—
not to be viewed as a way to uplift one’s own 
name, but as a way to uplift the name of God. In 
so doing, we understand this means surrendering 
every area of our lives to serving the Lord. By 
becoming servants, we embrace the role of a king.  
 

As I seek to discern the ways in which God is 
calling me to serve, I am reminded that 
regardless of the particularities, my calling has 
one foundation; I must usher God’s presence 
into the world. I am a representative of God, the 
imago Dei. This is a holy responsibility by which I 
am thoroughly humbled. Suddenly the mundane, 
ordinary routines in life become opportunities 
to represent God. Work that I see as transitional 
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safeguarding the holiness of God. As a king and 
ruler, I ought to recognize that God chooses to 
share his power. He chose equality in governing, 
both man and woman, joint rulers who are to do 
so in peace, compassion, and harmony. Therefore 
any person or system which seeks to oppress 
people or usurp power from another would be 
seen as an injustice and should be opposed. Thus 
racism, sexism, slavery, war, and tyranny would 
always be opposed. As a delegate, I owe my 
ultimate allegiance to God, not our nation. Therefore 
in any situation where I have to choose between 
God or nation, God wins every time. Since God is a 
creator and is inventive, I ought to be creative and 
invent. Since God is loving and relational, I should 
strive to be loving and relational. Since God lives in 
community, I ought  to live in community as well. 
  

In response, I feel my calling is to fight injustice in 
its many forms and to model Christ’s compassion. 
As a youth director, I think it means being prepared  
to respond to a world of broken families, to be 
sensitive to suffering, to hear the cries of the 
abandoned, to be a father to the fatherless. I think 
it means being prepared to listen and allow others’ 
voices to be heard. I am passionate about being 
their advocate, fighting for them and encouraging 
them even in dark times and walking alongside 
them, just as God walked by our ancestors in the 
Garden and walks alongside us today. 

—Brian Roth,  C33, M.Div.  
 
Empowering Authority  
  

In its simplest form, the idea of being made in the 
image of God means that we have been created to 
imitate God on the earth—endowed with the ability 
to exemplify the character, creativity, productivity, 
and authority that God displayed in creation. And, 
when I say we, I mean all of humanity—every 

gender, race, and culture—which erases any 
sense of racial, gender, or cultural superiority. In 
addition, the traditional understanding of 
humanity being created to worship God takes 
on greater significance when one considers that 
being human is worship unto God.  
 

Among the different facets and applications of 
the imago Dei, the aspect that has most 
captured my attention is that of dominion and 
rule, authority and power. As a pastor and 
program manager, the exercise of authority and 
power is inherent in the position. However, in 
order to be effective in carrying out this biblical 
mandate of humanity, it is not enough to have 
authority, but to use it appropriately. In the 
creation account in Genesis 1, God separates 
the land from the waters and commands both 
to “bring forth.”  As Dr. Middleton noted, this 
exercise in power was not oppressive but 
empowering; allowing creation to manifest its 
God-given ability to create and produce for the 
good of all. When God created humanity, not 
only did God empower them to be productive, 
but they were given the responsibility to rule 
the earth, and exercise dominion over the creation.  
 

If we are to operate from such a position it is 
important that our exercise of power resemble 
that of God’s; allowing others to utilize their 
gifts and creativity to the best of their ability 
(whether in church ministry, work-place ministry, 
or society at large), without intimidation or 
jealousy. After all, it is when we all can exercise 
our humanness—utilizing our gifts and talents, 
without hindrance, to the glory of God—that 
we can truly be effective in advancing the 
kingdom of God and living out this mandate to 
worship God in our humanity.  

—Steven Carter, C33, M.Div. 
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Northeastern 
Seminary 
announces a 
partnership 
with the New 
H.O.P.E. Bible 
Institute in 
New York’s 
Capital District 
to launch a 

two-year Certificate in Ministry program. The 
program, affiliated with the Church of God in 
Christ, will draw from Albany, Schenectady, 
Rensselaer, and Saratoga counties. The goal of this 
training and development program is to enrich and 
empower students to participate at greater levels 
in the Lord’s service. Students who successfully 
complete the program may be eligible for transferring 
some of their credits into the undergraduate 
program at Roberts Wesleyan College.  
 

 

Tuesday  Classes Start Date 
GRK  510NE Biblical Greek 5/20/14 
SOC 623NE Social Policy 5/20/14 
         Leadership & Comm. Change 
MIN 676NE Pastoral Counselling 5/20/14 
 

Thursday Classes Start Date 
HEB 510NE Biblical Hebrew 5/22/14 
BIB 607NE I & II Kings 5/22/14 
MIN 652NE Navigating the  
         Minefield of Conflict 5/22/14 
 

For more information please contact 
Sharp_Faith@nes.edu or 585.594.6623. 

Nine alumni and students took  
advantage of the first FREE Tax 
Preparation Seminar sponsored by the 
NES Office of Alumni Relations in 
February. Rachel Anderson, registered 
tax return preparer, provided 
instruction on basic how-to and best 
practices for pastors and ministry 
leaders. The evening included a drawing 
for tax prep software. 
 

 

 

The seminary rejoiced this year in 
receiving future planned gifts in excess 
of $1million, substantially increasing the 
endowment and providing the seminary 
with confidence for the future. 
 

The Founder’s Scholarship received a 
$10,000 memorial gift while an 
unrestricted estate gift totaling over 
$10,000 was made as well. 
 

More than $35,000 in endowed scholarships 
provided by generous donors meant that every 
student who completed the application process 
received an award that ranged from $200 to $1,500. 
 

The Phonathon program is underway in an effort 
to make a seminary education possible for the 
next generation. Among the 98 percent of 
current students who receive scholarships is 
phonathon caller Matt Davis. When he calls, ask 
him about how God is using his NES experience 
to shape his faith. If you would like to give 
electronically, please visit our online site—and 
please know that every gift counts as we work 
and pray for God’s provision for our students.  
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Navigating the Darkness 
March 17– June 30, 2014 

 

When darkness prevails, will it be 
followed by a new day’s light? This 
question is the impetus for artwork 
created by sculptor Stephen 
Caswell. The body of work intends 
to heighten awareness for those 
who need to find “the slightest 
fissure of light in the encompassing 
darkness brought about by clouds 
of poverty, loss of loved ones, 
political oppression, fear, or 
loneliness.” The textures and finishes 

on the 13 mixed media pieces that employ found 
objects from around the artist’s shoreline 
residence depict “the channels of life’s trials 
when the seas are raging, as well as when the 

waters are calm.” Viewers are challenged 
to consider methods for navigating the 
darkness with grace and dignity and to 
consider if the experience of being 
shrouded in such dark days, would create 
a sense of empathy for others. 
 

Caswell, a crafts professional from Hilton, 
N.Y., graduated from Roberts Wesleyan 
College in 2010 with a B.S. degree in 
studio art/graphic design, and from 

Rochester Institute of Technology with an 
M.F.A. (pending degree) in studio art: 
sculpture, painting, and mixed media.  
 

The exhibit is open to the public Monday, 
Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday from 9 a.m. to 8 
p.m. and Wednesdays from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. at 
Northeastern Seminary, 2265 Westside Drive, 
Rochester, N.Y. 14624. For information call 
585.594.6800 or contact seminary@nes.edu. 
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Forgiveness: One Peace at a Time 
April 11—12, 2014 
 

The Annual Women’s Retreat, for students, alumni, 
spouses, faculty, and staff, is an opportunity for 
inner restoration in the beautiful, restful setting  
of the Abbey of the Genesee, Piffard, N.Y.  Dr. 
Elizabeth Gerhardt and Dr. Rebecca Letterman  
will reflect on the theme “Forgiveness: One Peace 
at a Time.”  Participants will explore the stumbling 
blocks to forgiveness and reflect on possible ways 
to open themselves to the grace offered by God to 
love self and others.  The schedule allows for 
contemplative prayer, reflection, and group 
interaction as well as voluntary participation in 
the monk’s services in the Abbey. Details are 
available here. To register contact Lynn Bates at 
585.594.6420 or BatesL@roberts.edu.

April 25, 2014   
 

This conference brings focus to the intersection 
between mental health and the unique and 
important role of the church. It is designed for 
pastoral and lay leaders and features Dr. Michael 
Torres, founder and president of the Center for 
the Integration of Spirituality and Mental Health. 
Dr. Nelson Grimm will be presenter for a 
workshop addressing the issue of stigma in the 
church. This conference is offered in partnership 
with Agape Counseling Associates. To register. 

 

Looming Darkness 

Navigating the Darkness, detail 

mailto:seminary@nes.edu
J:/EVENTS/Women's Programs/Women's Retreat 2014/2014 Flyer.pdf
mailto:BatesL@roberts.edu
http://www.agaperoc.org/2014FaithCommunitiesMentalHealthConference.en.html
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Called to Wise Living 
May 17, 2014 
 

This year’s Commencement 
will celebrate the 
accomplishments of 3 
doctoral and 29 master’s 
program graduates, as 
well as 4 graduates of the 
certificate in Christian 
Ministry program.  We are 
pleased to feature  Dr. 
John A. Martin, outgoing 
president of Roberts 
Wesleyan College and Northeastern 
Seminary as our speaker. 

Shaping the Claim: the Form & Function   
of a Sermon  
May 22, 2014 
 

The Rochester Consortium 
of Theological Schools, a 
collaborative effort of the 
three theological schools 
in Rochester, N.Y., St. 
Bernard’s School of 
Theology and Ministry, 
Northeastern Seminary, 
and Colgate Rochester Crozer Divinity School, 
will host the first in a series of preaching 
conferences on May 22. Dr. Marvin McMickle, 
president of CRCDS will serve as speaker. Hear 
how going beyond the initial steps of theological 
analysis, contextual explorations, and biblical 
exegesis can help the preacher discover the 
core of the message to be preached, the 
sermonic “claim.” Details and registration. 

June 17, 2014 

Cultural Intelligence for a Changing World  
 

In a rapid demographic shift white Americans will 
no longer comprise a majority of the population. 
The population will be made up entirely of 
minorities including Hispanic Americans, African 
Americans, and Asian Americans—and this will 
reshape the country's religious landscape. This 
conference explores how God's people can 
become more multi-culturally adept. Drawing 
from cultural and racial histories as well as case-
studies of churches and Christian groups that are 
succeeding in bridging ethnic divides, Dr. Soong-
Chan Rah provides practical guidance for 
Christians wanting to minister more effectively     
in diverse settings. 
 

This conference is for those seeking to integrate 
theological, psychological, sociological, and 
practical information concerning cultural 
understanding—for those who want their 
understanding  to be rooted in Scripture, history, 
and the practical realities of pastoral ministry. 
 

Soong-Chan Rah authored The Next 
Evangelicalism (IVP Books, 2009). He serves as 
Milton B. Engebretson Associate Professor of 
Church Growth and Evangelism at North Park 
Theological Seminary in Chicago, Ill. Prior to this he 
was the founding and senior pastor of Cambridge 
Community Fellowship Church, a multi-ethnic, 
urban church in Cambridge, Mass. Rah has a B.A. 
from Columbia University, a M.Div. from Gordon-
Conwell Theological Seminary, a Th.M. from 
Harvard University, and a D.Min. from Gordon-
Conwell. He serves on the boards of Sojourners, 
the Christian Community Development 
Association, World Vision, and the Catalyst 
Leadership Center. Conference details coming soon. 
 

 

Buffalo Thursday, April 3 6:00—7:30 pm 6500 Sheridan Drive, Williamsville 
Rochester Tuesday, April 15 6:00—7:30 pm Roberts Hall, Northeastern Seminary 
Syracuse Thursday, April 24 6:00—7:30 pm Onondaga Community College 

 

 

John A. Martin 

Marvin A. McMickle 

Soong-Chan Rah 

https://www.nes.edu/symposium/preaching-conference.aspx/roberts.edu/Employees/EmployeeHDrives/Bennett_Lisa/20101209-Connecting%20%20the%20ESQ,%20GSQ,%20and%20AQ%20to%20the%20New%20Standards.738352(685095361)
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Alumni News 
 
Dara (Coleby) Delgado (C15) recently enrolled in 
the Doctor of Philosophy in Renewal Studies 
Program at Regent University in Virginia Beach, 
Va. Her studies and expertise focus on historical 
theology and Pentecostal studies.  
 

Tunya Griffin (C22) has accepted a faculty 
position to teach Old Testament at the Rochester 
Institute of Christian Education (RICE), a Bible 
school designed to train pastors and lay people in 
the community of Rochester for effective ministry 
and where Barbara J.P. Thomas (C11) serves as 
executive director.           

 

Fr. Andrew Wyns (C16) has served as the 
executive director of Bridges of New York, a 
transitional housing program for addicts and 
parolee's and as the priest in residence at Christ 
the King Church in New Paltz, N.Y.  He is currently 
serving as the Dean of the Cathedral of the 
Northeast for the Charismatic Episcopal Church in 
North America. Read his Lenten article  
“I look for the Resurrection from the Dead and 
the Life of the World to Come.” 
 

 

Student News 
 

Rebekah and Calvin 
(C29) Smith welcomed 
their first child, Silas 
Degnan, 9 pounds, 1 
ounce, 21 inches, into 
their hearts and home 
on  March 17, 2014.  

 
 

 

Angel Lebron (C30) was recently named 
executive director of United Christian 
Community Program, a program designed to 
educate, restore, and unify the community. 
He also serves as associate pastor at Iglesia 
Cristiana Remanente Fiel and resident 
counselor in the Unity Health System, all in 
Rochester, N.Y. 
 

In April Jeremy 
Kelly (C27) will be 
joining the pastoral 
team at Pearce 
Memorial Church, 
Rochester, N.Y., as 
pastor of community 
care. Jeremy has 
served as pastor of the Riga Congregational 
Church, Riga, N.Y. He is married to Michele 
and has two children, Emma and Joshua. 
 

Jeff Crosby (DMin12) has developed a home
-based, online business to help youth workers 
stay current with youth ministry theory and 
practice called Youth Ministry Book 
Summaries. Visit him on Facebook. 
 

Faculty and Staff News 
 

Dean Doug Cullum was named to the 
steering committee of Missio Alliance (MA), 
a partner-based initiative for the theological 
formation of Christian leaders for mission. The 
team represents a diverse body of ministry 
leaders who are committed to helping MA 
grow in this and other important aspects of 
identity and work. Serving  as consultant and 
advisor, Cullum joins individuals who represent 
varying perspectives and interests from 
across a range of theological traditions, 
ministry contexts, and backgrounds.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jeremy and  Michele Kelly 

Silas Smith 

http://blog.nes.edu/
http://blog.nes.edu/
http://equippedyouthpastor.com/roberts.edu/Employees/EmployeeHDrives/Bennett_Lisa/20101209-Connecting%20%20the%20ESQ,%20GSQ,%20and%20AQ%20to%20the%20New%20Standards.738352(685095361)
http://equippedyouthpastor.com/roberts.edu/Employees/EmployeeHDrives/Bennett_Lisa/20101209-Connecting%20%20the%20ESQ,%20GSQ,%20and%20AQ%20to%20the%20New%20Standards.738352(685095361)
https://www.facebook.com/Youthministrybooksummaries%20%20/roberts.edu/Employees/EmployeeHDrives/Bennett_Lisa/20101209-Connecting%20%20the%20ESQ,%20GSQ,%20and%20AQ%20to%20the%20New%20Standards.738352(685095361)
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Dr. Richard Middleton, professor of biblical 
worldview and exegesis, now has a blog site with 
discussions on creation theology, ethics, biblical 
study and eschatology: Creation to Eschaton.  
 

Middleton also spoke at the Mannoia Lecture 
Series: God of Ragged Edges at Greenville 
College, Ill., in February. His topic was lament 
and our need to recover 
it in our lives of 
discipleship. Using 
Jeremiah 20 and the 
book of Job, he  taught 
that lament is  all about 
our honest and 
uncensored speech to 
God in the midst of our 
pain. Through the 
example of the Exodus, 
Middleton explained 
that lament is “the 
fulcrum between our 
bondage and deliverance.” Biblical lament, 
the kind we see in Jeremiah and Job and in 
the Psalms, is what God wants from us.  
 

Farewells 
 

The Seminary is sad to 
announce that Dr. 
Nijay K. Gupta will be 
leaving Northeastern 
Seminary at end of 
this academic year to 
join the faculty of 
George Fox Evangelical 
Seminary in Portland, 
Ore. Dr. Gupta and his wife Amy believe this is 
the right decision for their family, as they seek 
enhanced medical care that will be available 

for their daughter. Dr. Gupta writes, "The 
main consideration for this move is to 
transfer our daughter Libby's care to 
Doernbecher Children's Hospital where she 
can receive the specialized care she needs 
throughout the remainder of her 
chemotherapy treatment and post-
treatment observation and care. Leaving a 
place like Northeastern breaks my heart. I 
cherish my colleagues and staff friends. I love 
my students. I love the NES warmth and the 
gracious spirit I have found here. I have found 
deep gratitude and satisfaction in my short 
time at NES, especially learning with and 
even from my students … I will miss them..”  
 

Peter Englert, who  served as director of 
admissions, has moved from this position at 
the Seminary to pursue his vocational goals 
in new contexts. We are grateful for the 
opportunity we have had to know him and 
for his service over the past 13 months. 
 

Northeastern Seminary will miss the kind 
spirit and expertise of Sarah Beckler who 
has been at the Seminary for four years, first 
in the admission office and then as 
communication and events coordinator. She 
has accepted the position 
of assistant to the principal 
at the Le Roy High School 
in Le Roy, N.Y.—an 
opportunity that makes 
use of all the fine qualities 
that she used in service  
while she was here.  
 
 

 
 

 

 Check out the ever-changing list of job opportunities at the career services website .             
Positions include worship leader, senior pastor, chaplain, and more. Also view a list 
of recent postings around upstate N.Y. here . See if they are a good fit for you. 

 

Northeastern Seminary  
2265 Westside Drive  
Rochester, N.Y. 14624 
585.594.6800 
seminary@nes.edu 
www.nes.edu 

Sarah Beckler 

Nijay Gupta 

http://jrichardmiddleton.wordpress.com/roberts.edu/Employees/EmployeeHDrives/Bennett_Lisa/20101209-Connecting%20%20the%20ESQ,%20GSQ,%20and%20AQ%20to%20the%20New%20Standards.738352(685095361)
http://www.roberts.edu/home/student-life/career-services/job-postings.aspx
https://www.nes.edu/media/54007/job_postings_1.27.14.pdf

