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9:00-9:30 Marina Hofman (University of Toronto)
“Dream Type-scene in the Old Testament: A Case Study of Genesis 20”
► This paper argues for the presence and importance of a biblical dream type-scene in the Old 
Testament and will use Genesis 20 to show how studying the narrative as a type-scene provides a 
greater understanding of the meaning and significance of the passage. Specifically, the paper will 
show how identifying the type-scene characteristics at work within a particular scene enables the 
reader to find fresh insight and meaning in the passage by observing how each characteristic is 
presented. It will also suggest that identifying the biblical dream type-scene provides criteria to 
distinguish dream narratives from other Old Testament narratives and provides a context in 
which the narrative may be understood by creating particular narrative expectations.

9:30-10:00 Mary L. Conway (McMaster Divinity College)
“Subdue the Earth? A Re-evaluation of the Use of kavash in Genesis 1:28.”
► The traditional translation of kavash in Gen 1:28 as “fill the earth and subdue it” has created 
concern among environmentalists who seek to avoid any biblical justification for irresponsible 
exploitation of the earth’s resources. This paper uses Neumann-Gorsolke’s article, “‘And the 
Land Was Subdued before Them...’? Some Remarks on the Meaning of kavash in Joshua 18:1 
and Related Texts,” as a starting point for a reevaluation of the lexeme in the Genesis context 
since Neumann-Gorsolke advocates a non-violent translation of “to set foot on the land.” 
Through a critical evaluation of lexicons and an analysis of the meaning of the word in context, 
this paper argues that neither the environmentally exploitative interpretation nor Newmann-
Gorsolke’s non-violent suggestion is adequate, and advocates for a third option that makes better 
sense of kavash in the context of Gen 1:28.

10:00-10:15 Break

10:15-10:45 J. Richard Middleton (Northeastern Seminary)
“Unbinding the Aqedah from the Straightjacket of Tradition: How Abraham Lost His 
Son”
► Traditional Jewish and Christian readings of Genesis 22 hold Abraham up as a paradigm of 
virtue. By contrast, this paper will question whether Abraham’s unquestioning obedience to the 
divine command to sacrifice his son is meant to be either morally or religiously exemplary. Since 
any self-aware interpreter must wonder whether such an alternative reading is a function of 
contemporary sensibilities or is intrinsic to the narrative itself, the paper will mine salient details 
of Genesis 22, while reading the Aqedah in the context of the broader Abraham story, especially 
Abraham’s earlier conversation with God over Sodom’s fate (Genesis 18) and clues in the later 
narrative concerning his relationship to Isaac, and Isaac’s relationship to his sons. The paper will 
suggest that what is being “tested” in Genesis 22 is not Abraham’s obedience, but his 
discernment of YHWH’s “way” (18:19) and will examine the consequences of Abraham’s 
(failed) discernment of God on his family, especially Isaac.



10:45-11:15 P.J. Sabo (University of Alberta)
“Borders and Blurred Boundaries in the Lot Story”
► This paper will discuss the issue of borders and boundaries in the Lot story (focusing on Gen. 
19, particularly vv.30-38). My thesis is that the story simultaneously creates borders and then 
blurs these boundaries. This subversive tendency is exemplified in the character of Lot, who does 
not fit nicely into any of the dichotomies that the text establishes. These dichotomies include: 
rural versus urban life, and the difference between being part of Abraham’s household versus 
participating in Sodomite culture; legitimate versus illegitimate relations, primarily revealed in 
the blurring of sexual and kinship boundaries; and righteousness versus wickedness, revolving 
around the issues of judgment and salvation.

11:15-11:45 Questions and Discussion


